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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, April 11, 2016, at 3:30 p.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, though we cannot see
You with our eyes or touch You with
our hands, we daily experience the re-
ality of Your presence and power.

Abide with our lawmakers through-
out this day, providing them with wis-
dom, courage, and strength for the liv-
ing of these days. Give them grace to
understand the world we cannot see or
touch, comprehending that eternal
issues are at stake. As You care for
their physical needs, provide also for
their soul needs. Help us all to remem-
ber that You are the source of our
strength.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

Senate

TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2016

FAA REAUTHORIZATION BILL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, we
will soon begin consideration of bipar-
tisan legislation that can support
American jobs, improve airline safety,
and help passengers—all without rais-
ing taxes or fees on travelers. The FAA
Reauthorization Act before us is the
result of a collaborative committee
process. It shows what is possible with
a Senate that is back to work and back
to regular order. In this case, the Com-
merce Committee held a series of seven
hearings to guide and inform its delib-
erations throughout this process. Re-
publicans on the Commerce Committee
had their say, Democrats on the Com-
merce Committee offered their input,
and at the end of the day, Members of
both parties were able to agree on bi-
partisan legislation that passed com-
mittee on a voice vote.

We know the bipartisan FAA Reau-
thorization Act will promote American
manufacturing, preserve rural access in
States such as Kentucky, and advance
new consumer protections for the fly-
ing public. We also know it will help
improve safety and security both in the
skies and in our airports. Here are a
few ways this bipartisan bill can help:
by allowing us to better prepare for the
outbreak of communicable diseases
like Ebola, by improving the quality of
FAA’s safety workforce, by encour-
aging the FAA to harmonize inter-
national safety standards, by bringing
the government and stakeholders to-
gether in the development of safety
standards for unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, and by taking aim at human traf-
ficking.

This legislation is the product of a
lot of hard work and reaching across
the aisle. At this time I wish to recog-
nize Senator THUNE for leading the ef-
fort. He knows what is possible in a
Senate that is back to work for the
American people. He worked hard with
the top Democrat on his committee,
Senator NELSON, to get us to this point
today. But these two Senators cer-
tainly didn’t do it all by themselves.
Senator AYOTTE was one of the key
players in this bipartisan effort. As
chair of the Subcommittee on Avia-
tion, Senator AYOTTE held numerous
briefings and hearings on the issue
with her colleague Senator CANTWELL.

While many in this Chamber are fo-
cusing on the issue now, the bill before
us is the product of many months of
work by members of the Commerce
Committee and their staff. Let’s con-
tinue to work together in a similar
spirit. While the Commerce Committee
has produced a product that merits
this Chamber’s consideration, I am
sure they would acknowledge that they
don’t have a monopoly on good ideas. I
hope we can have an efficient amend-
ment process where Members bring
their best ideas to the floor. Let’s pass
another significant piece of legislation
for the American people.

———

IMMIGRATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, a
few years ago President Obama gave a
speech in Miami where he said the fol-
lowing about immigration: ‘I know
[that] some . . . wish that I could just
bypass Congress and change the law by
myself. But that’s not how democracy
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